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The Amateur Diamond Thief
Finde Himself Beaten in
* a Contest of Wits,

The ancients had curious beliefs about
the sympathies and antipathles of gems,
founded, no doubt, on chance inoldents,
gimilarly, I have sometimes thought that
the Glory of Sinde, that great diamond
whowe nossession had now become the main
object of my life, seemed to resent the
unseemly and fatiguing way in which it
pad been hawked and bartered from one
ewner to another,

If there were anything in this theory other
than a reflection of my own fear of retri-
pution the Glory of Binde must have sub-
dued its fitful fires, which I had more than
once taken for anger, into a calm and be-
pign radiance when it was purohased from
the Zornhurst Brothers by that representa-
tive merchant prinoe Marous Talbott.

Mr. Talbott's life in the old homes where
his father and grandfather had lived before
him was best described by such obsolete
terms as solid, substantial, conservative
and comfortable, Within its quiet portals
domesticity reigned, unaffected by the de-
mands of society or the whims of fashion,

There, if anywhere, the Glory of Sinde
might find a secure peace, enhanced rather
than broken by those rare oocasions when
Edith, Mr. Talbott's beautful young wife,
should choose to wear it to some fitting
function. Apprehensive as I certainly was
of supernormal qualities in the Glory of
sinde, it was rash of me to think of filch-
ing it from so congenial a retreat,

But old Gratz kept egging me on; he had
jnoculated me with the virus of his ardor,
if not his avarice. And so when I learned
that the Talbotts were seeking an instructor
in French for their children I presented
myself in the person of Oscar Duane, with
euch unexceptionable references to my
facility in the languages, my honorable
carcer as a student, my high literary aims,
pampered, but not suppressed by poverty,
that I presently found myself in daily at-

ndance on Master Georgle, with the pros-
pect, if my services proved satisfactory,
that his sister Mildred would also be per-
mitted to share in the benefit of them.

Ina word I was put on trial by these good
folk, who were only too glad to read all
gorts of imaginary virtues in my faithful
comings and goings and in the genuine
liking the littlo fellow evinced for me. 1
was on my way then to full confidence,
when a lucky accident developed at once
that very desirable relation.

I had never seen Mildred, though I had
often heard her singing in the music room
sbove the study hall. Her voice had a
peculiar quality, as distinotive as it was
beautiful—something of that rich, un-
conacious tenderness which only a master
can bring out from the lower notes of a
violin. It thrilled; vibrating nerves, not
otherwise reaponsive.

One morning as 1 was proceeding to the |

house by a short cut along one of the ob-

sourest by-paths of the park, I heard that
distinctlve voice, at first upraised in high
spirited protesta and then orying for help.
I dashed around the bend just in time to
break my stout walking stick over the head
of a simian jawed brute who had pushed
the girl over on a bench and was engaged
in stripping the rings from her fingers.

The ruffian dropped his spoils and took
to his heels., I picked up the scattered
rings and then stood for & moment over the
unconscious girl.

She was pretty, but then, so were the
jewels; pretty and valuable. There |Is
something sordid about tamptation which
deadens the imagination. I was actually
hesitating, when Mildred opéhed her eyea.

“Oh, Mr. Duane,” she cried; *how noble
of you.”

Of course I might have known that a
young girl would surely look over the
stalrs at an interesting stranger coming to
her father's house. I was quite confused
by such stupidity, as I stammered:

“Oh, that was nothing—the merest trifie
that any one would be glad to do. But
you seem to know my name—it can't be
:;ut 1 have ever had the pleasure of meet-

._‘_ﬂ

“I am Mildred Talbott," she. laughed,
“and I am so glad, because now I can begin
my French lessons.”

Unworldly folk make up in offusiveness
what they lack in experience, Thence-
forward the Talbotts accepted me as one of
their own, '

I dined with them frequently; I roamed
over their house at will. Fspeclally did I
frequent the library, a noble room on the
front of the third story, going up there
mornings for a pleasant half hour with a
cigar and a novel before the lessons began.

Nor was this all relaxation. I soon
learned that Mrs. Talbott's dressing room
was on the same hall, and that in the center
of it stood a small steel safe of exquisite
manufacture, within which the Glory of
Sinde rested securely,

One morning when I was busily engaged
in taking a wax impression of the lock of
this safe I heard a whistle, low but ex-
pressive, denoting in a breath incredulity,
amusement, satisfaction. There could be
no doubt of it, so distinctive were its quali-
ties; but yet I had not ventured thus with-
out careful scouting.

Mra. Talbott, I knew, was busied with
household supervision on the lower floor.
Mildred and Georgie were together in the
study hall, whence the girl's sweet voice
kept rising in song. I had seen the maida
finish their tasks and descend before I left
the library. Besides, which one of these
inmates of the house could or would have
exprossed such a dev may care comment
on my occupation?

What should I have done in such a pre-
dicament? Hurried out into the hall to

t so8 who my observer had been? Would
not such anxiety on my part be a confes-
slon? Was it not better for me to remain
as I was, as if I had full right to be there?

At all events, it was casler, and before I
had even thought of the other course it
was too late. I did, however, have the
self posaession to preserve the impression
I had risked so much to take; and then, in
a sort of desperation, I marched down the
stairs detormined to meet accusation with
deflant denial.

In the entrance hall!which was used as a
family room, Mra. Talbot and a strange
young man were sitting together on the
sofa, and though my spirit was so per-
turbed, I could not help admiring the pretty
sight they made.

Mrs. Talbott was an unusually band-
some woman. There was something noble
about her broad, white brow; there was
something winsome about her frank and
cordial expression. If a shade of weak-
nesd lurked in the lines about her mouth
it was due to a consideration for Gthers,
and not for herself.

The young man beslde her was her image
in size and contour and expression; in desp
blue eyes and faultless tdeth and color
that came and went with the thought.
If a shade of evil lurked in the lines about
his mouth, it was due to a lack of considera-
tion for others, but not for himself.

They were laughing and talking into
each other's faces in suoh an obvious re-
vival of pleasant relations that {t was im-
possible to imagine that anything had been
said, if anything were known, about the
disoclosure upetairs.

“This is my brother, Mr. George Wiling—
my twin brother, " said Mrs. Talbott, simply.

“I hope to see more of you," was that
gentleman's greeting, perplexing when
considered in oonnection with the mis-
chievous gleam in his eye.

“My uncle George §s hack again,” little
Georgie shouted as I entered the study
hall. “Ma is glad and Pa’'l be mad. My,
what a row they had the last time he
was——"

“Georgie,” reproved Mildred, “you
mustn't delay Mr. Duane with such non-
sense. Of course, our uncle {s most wel-
come—"

“It would be beat for each one of us to
give an undivided attention to the lesson,”
I interposed somewhat testily.

1 waa provoked, I admit, to have the
girl shut off so ingenuous & source of in-
formation, and I must have shown that 1
was not only by my words, but my manner.
All through the hour I conld see Mildred
eveing me furtively over the top of her
book with that look of questioning yet
patient endurance which all gentle creatures
seem to share when maltreated. 1 regret
to eay that 1 grew all the more brusque
and impatient as I noted it.

{ waa proteeding grumplily out of the
house when I heard that same expressive
whistle. 1 glanced up; George Willing's
pleasant faco was looking over the balus-
trade from the fourth hall.

*What's the hurry, old chap,” he called.
“Come up for a smoke in my den."

“Well, when will it be ready?” he asked,
when we were seatod together, blowing
emulative rings.

“I don't quite underytand——" I began.

“What a good one you are,” he chuokled.,
“Why the key, of course—the key to Tom
Tiddler's ground where the sparklers
abound—"

What could I do with one so bold, so
shameless? I swear [ folt the need of a
moral fig leaf as I slowly replied:

“Not for a week at least. The' lock (s
very Intricate.”

“That suits me," he assented, “It will
take that long for my wing featkers to

sprout, I suppose you are after the Glory
of Sinde, hey?"
*Yes."

*The same here. As soon as I heard that
old square toes had bought it, 1 shook off
the corn husks and said, I will arise and
g0 to my sister, But there's nothing mean
about me. We'll put all the other stuff
into one pile and toss a cent to see which
we take. No, there's nothing mean about
me~—"

And then he went on to tell adventures
by land and sea, the world over, which
actually brought to my mind that old for-
mal beginning for indictments, “Not hav-
ing the fear of God in his heart, but being
moved and instigated by the devil,”

And all the whila that beautiful face kept
beaming seraphically, as it might if Mrs,
Talcott: were discussing some charitahle
work with her good husband. It was
maddening, such outer signs of inner dis-
graoce.

But yet theres was a difference, invisible,
{ntangible; but none the less unmistakable
for being spiritual; a forceful emanation
from the man that made it impdssible to
combat his designs, howaver much his
duplicity might be suspected, Besides,
it seemed the part of prudence to acquiesce,

His word in all probability would be taken
against mine; in any event, a slight inquiry
woulgl lay bare the imposture of my name
and profession. It was Hobson's choice;
the preference of half a loaf; with the secret
hope, of course, that in the end I might
in some wise forestall and circumvent
him.

1 took the impression to a locksmith who
1 knew could be trusted hecause he was
pot trustworthy. When I paid his exorbi-
tant price for the key, threa days later, I
remarked:

“A unique pattern, that,”

“Unusual,” he repliod,
unique, unlesg——"

“rather than

And thaen he stopped short, smiling slyly,
as he shook his head In response to my
frequent demands for an explanation,

*Unless?*”

. Did he mean that the key was unique in
pattern, unless, perchance, another Key
that he had just made was designed for
the same loock? Had Willing followed me,
having also taken an impression? i

1 had no means of determining; but
the dreadful surmisa confirmed. my in-
tention of acting at once independently
of him. It it was not true, if he wasawait-
ing cooperation with me at the expiration
of the week, then, with a little good luok,
I might secure the Glory of Sinde and be
out of his reach before he discovered he
had been undone.

It had been arranged that I should ‘dige
with the family that evening, and I was
going from the house earlier than usual
to dreas, when Mildred suddenly inter-
cepted me in the lower hall.

“Will you do me a favor, Mr. Duane?”
sho asked, with downcust face, and hands
nervously twisting.

“Anything short of teaching you German
also,” [ anawered, jooosely.

“Oh, you are mo sarcastic,® she oried,
with a flash of indignant blue eyes, “so
oruel. Why can't you treat mo, why may
I not treat you, as a comrade, a friend?*

And ghe turned away. [ caught her
hand, *I might loge my head, you sweet
lictle thing,” I sajd, “tor say nothing of my
heart——"

“Ah,” she sighed, “when you are like
that you oould do almost anything with
me——"

“But what {8 {t you would do with me?”

“Promise me,” she entreated, growing
serious, uven anxious, “to be cautious with
Uncle George. I overheard him talking
with mother, It was not 80 much what he
gaid, but he seemed to hint at distrust,
through his questions. Of course, she ex-
plained low much we knew about you
and admired you; how gallantly you had
rescued me, but——"

“But,” 1 rejoined, “something bitter
clings, notwithstanding? Well, I do prom-
isa, my dear, the more readily because
the time has not yet come when I cen speak
plainly about many things that will set
ma right—you understand, do you not?
Meanwhile I know I have a faithful cham-
pion to watch over and warn me——"

“Ah, with my life.”

And then wae parted, after a trifling In-
discretion, pardonatle under the circum-
stances and in the proximity of so tender
a passage as a front doorway.

When 1 returned to the house at § o'clock
I learned that Mrs. Talbott had gone to
drive her husand home from the office.
Georgie was out at play and Mildred was
in her room, and I saw no signg of the
treacherous Willing. I therefore hastened

to the library, convinoed that a most fortu-
nate conjunction was about to ensue of
the hour, the man and the diamond.

1 was about to slip nolselessly along the
oorridor into the dressing room, when from
below came the unmistakable swish of
feminine gear—a woman was ascending
the etaire. I darted back behind the cur-
tains just in time to see through their in-
terstices Mrs. Talbott, as I would have
sworn, as 1 am sure any of the servants or
her children would have sworn, pasa by.

She was dressed in a silver gray gown,
with a Bpanish lace scarf thrown lightly
over her head, and her faultlessly ourved
lips were smiling as if at some happy thought,
A moment later she passed baok, ascending
the stairs to the fourth atory.

Now, if ever, was my chance. 1 darted
into the dressing room, oclosing the door
after me. [ knelt before the little steel
safe; I opened it readily; I was rummaging
through its contents. I raised the cover
of the pearl casket in whioh Mrs. Talbott
kept her lesser jewels—it was empty.

With my heart in my throat I opened the
rosewood box in which the Glory of Sinde
had rested so peacefully, so securely. It
was empty! .

Some one had been there before me—I
was too late—My Ood, what did it mean?
A faint echo of a derisive laugh seemed to
answer that the great jewel had again re-
venged {tself for my persistent pursult.

Had there not been another faint sound,
more real hecauso less explicable than the
laugh? 1 eprang to the door—the only door
of the long, narrow room.

1t was locked —it yielded not when I threw
my weight passionately against it again
and again, beating my strength, bruising
my flesh as upon a roock. I was a prisoner,
caught like the variest dupe in a trap of my
own choosing. y .

1 sprang to the one window, and looked
out. Fifty sheer feet below stretched the
hasement courtyard of flags, not invitingly.
The blinds of the windows of the lower
stories were closed against the glare of
sunset,

The windows of the adjoining rooms were
beyond the reach of the nimblest athlete.
1 was caught-—caught like the fool that I
was, in the meshes of my own folly.

I pressed my ear against the wall and
listened intently. The house was very
still; but from the room above, the room
where Willing and I had blown the rings of
emulation, there came sounds, slight but
significant; the hurried cast oi something
light, the hasty stamp of something heavy,
as if slippers had been thrown off and shoes
had been put on.

1 even saemed to detact the flutter of dis-
oarded skirts, and the impatient pulls and
thrusts of a man dressing against time.
At least, T heard enough to know.

Premntly'. there was commotion below,

a gathering of inmates, the rumble of ex-
planation, broken by ories of surprise
and Indignation. The telephone rang in-
sistently. And again I knew, folding my
arms doggedly as I awaited the coming
of the polioe.

Then, on my rage and dolor, like a shower
of white roses in a dungeon, thege fell the
notes of a sweet voios, singing with'the
rioch, unoconscious tenderness o!‘ & violin's
lower register under a master's hand the
old song:

Come to me quickly, my darfing,
Lease me no longer alone~

The voice stopped abruptly. It began
again; repeating the simple strain, pausing,
and then repeating anew, as if in thoge two
bars, and in those alone, dwelt meantng,

Iaprang to the window. The shutters di-
reotly below ‘were open. Mildred stood in
the oassmnent—her upraised face deathly
pale, but her eyes shining ateadily, de-
votedly.

“You haven't a moment to lose,” she
whispered, as she threw skilfully the oolls
of & lasso which some one had given little
Georgle to his everlasting delight.

I made a turn with the tough thongs:
I slipped down to the eill, drawing them
after me; I sprang into Mildred’s room.
She looked at me wistfully, as it her judg-
ment kept suggesting something which her
faith would not utter,

“No, you dear little thing,” I said, “I
haven't your mother's diamonds. If I
had, I would leave them with you, as you
think I ought. [ ewear to God I would.

“When I am gone, for I must go in order
that I may come back, in honor, to you—you
understand?—tell your father thst your
Uncle George is the thief, not I. Tell him
that your Uncle George disguised himself
in your mother's gray gown to make it
all right, should he he seen; you know,
and rifled the safe, having secured a false
key from Bloggins, tho locksmith of 23
Chancery alley.

“It won't be hard to verify my words; it
won't be hard to resover the Glory of Sinde.
And now, help me to get from the house
before the police come. You want me to
escape being arrested? You want me to
g0, in order that ] may return to you?

“Why, of course, you do. It will be our
day, then, remember, just as there are
smiles behind tears} our day to learn to
conjugate the verb ‘to love' in English,
#nd even in @ierman, if you like, though
1 did refuse you instruction in that language
onoe, didn't I, you sweet little thing?”

And 80 having made & sorry best of &
very bad job, 1 followed my trusty little
guide down the back stairs; not omitting

a trifling indiscretion, pardonable under the
circumstances, and in the proximity of eo
tender a passage as a rear doorway before
I scurried away, through the darznau. 7
safety and to regret.
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WsOMEN IN THE FRENCH ARMY'.

Their Military Record During the Revo-
lution and Under the Empire.

Psris, Aug. 19.—The presence of women
witH armies during a war is apparently an
uncontrollable evil. Recent reports from
Russia describe the confusion in the train
service of the Siberian Railway caused by
the exactions of the wives of officers of rank
en route to Manchuria. This evil has always
existed, It was so great in the sixteenth
century that, according to Brantdéme, in
1507, by order of Strozzi, several hundred
women following in the train of his army
were thrown into the Loire and drowned.

During the Revolution and under the Em-
pire the French armies were infested with
women, with this difference, that in those of
the Republie, of the Vendeans and the Emi~
grés fsome of them fought side by side with
husbands or lovers with distinguished gal-
lantry. On the other hand, on occasions
they were a source of endless trouble. In
the army of the Rhine Generals and other
ofticers were followed by their wives, who
consumed the provisions, took possession of

' the wagons, ruined the horses by riding on
pillions behind the men and gave rise to
Incessant quarrels.

In the army of the Vendeans they were an
inspiration to officers and men. Mme. de
Sapinaud in her memoirs tells of a Countes
de Bruc who distinguished herself at ChAlet
and was killeg by a hussar; of a La Roche-
foncauld who commanded a troop of cavalry
with courage worthy of that of the bravest
man, She was taken prisoner by the enemy
and executed at the edge of the sea. A
great number of women who followed Tur-
reau, a Veudean General, distinguished them-
selves by bravery that would have been an
honor to the male sex and by ferocity, that
would have disgraced it.

As more vigorous measures wWwere em-

ployed in the armies of the Republic to abate
the evil of women followers the wives of
the officers were obliged to resort to all sorts
of devices in order to accompany their hus-
bands. The most effective was to don the
uniferm and enlist in the company com-
manded by the husband. Gen. Thiébault in
his memoirs tells of the wife of a Capt. de
Baulanne of the hussars who joineg his troop.
Bhe was very popular among the men and
vher incognito was respected. Sword in hand
_In battle she charged with her comrades at
the side of de Saulanne, always In the lead.
On one occasion several hussars were sur-
rounded by a squadron of Blickenstein'‘s
cavalry. Mme. de Saulanne with a detach-
ment of her husband's troop hastened to
their relief. Her example was so inspiring
and the charge of the men she was leeding
&0 impetuous, that she succeeded in extrica-
ting her comrades. In the end this twenty
Year amazon exposed herself so recklessly
to danger that de S8aulanne, in order to save
her life, resigned from the army.

Lairtuiller in his “Les Femmes Célébres de
1783 a 1705" tells of the exploits of two Alsa-
tlan girls in the army of Dumouriez.

These maidens, named D2 Fernig, the elder
18 and the younger 13 years of age, inspired
not by amorous ardor for soldier lovers, but
by love of country, put on the uniform and
enlisted in the squadron of cavalry com-
manded by their father, who was not aware
for some time of thelr presence. It was at
the moment when Brunswick and De Clairfayt
had captured Longwy and Verdun and all
Alsatin was ablaze with patriotic ardor.
The father did not recognize his daughters
until his attention wae ocalled to their in-
trepidity and coolness under fire. Dumouries,
after an action where they had recaptured
their father, made prisoner by Austrian
Uhlans, nominated the young girls as aides-

e-camp on his staff. In this capacity they
%ok part in the brilllant campalgn which
terminated in the conquest of Belgium.
Dumouriez took advantage of the enthu-
slasm that these valorous and beautiful
amazons aroused among his troops. He
baraded them in front of the entire army,
Citing them' ap models of patriotism and as
auguries of victory.
Jhe sisters took part in every action de-

livered by Dumouries, but It was at Jom-
;'r‘lﬂh-." that they particularly distinguished

euicelves, ‘théophile, the youngest, wit
& smail detachment of horsemen, charg:
# Hungarian battallon, killed two grenadiers,
8eized the commanding officer ung isarm
and delivered him a prisoner to the -lgreach
General.  During this time ;Ollclté. the elder
Slster, pistol in hand, was fighting in the ad-
yance with the Duke de Chartres. Th
Irf-nj h center faltered and defeat Fu,«?
n’!"""wm. but the Luke and Fé“llclw e Fer-
Ik fought their way th u.& the enemy,
turrounding them, nlllg e wavering
FOODS and put the Augtrians to rout,
o't e g ol plllary ey
of Mons Falieite was rround °§ﬁ -'30-
fachment of Uhlans. wlﬂl great y

she and some hussars that were with her
succeeded in cutting their way out of tle
circle of fire a sieel in which they were
enclosed. Hardly had they extricated them-
selves, when Félicité came across a wounded
volunteer officer defending himself aguinst
some Uhlans hent on despatching him., ka
was nearly exhaus when she appeared.
Attacking the Uhlans, she killed two with
pistol shots, drove off the others and, dis-

mounting, led the wounded officer to_the
ambulance. He was a Belgian named Van-
derwallen, fighting on the French side. b-

sid Su
sequently he married his, intrepl r%gmur.
The military career of lb% Mlles, %o ernig
termiifated when Dumourlez pasesed over to
the Austrians.

These two young women were not the only
ones of their sex that distinguished them-
selves at the battie of Jemmapes. ‘1here
was another, who subsequently rose to_ the
rank of Lieutenant, and was wounded at Jéna
and Austerlitz, Napoleon conferr upns
her the decoration of the Leglon of Honor an
a penaion of 700 francs. Btill another was
Théresd Figueur, the original of "Madame
Sans-(Géne.

The army of Condé had also women offi-
cers, One of them, lasge and stron’r, un-
der tho name of Du Houssay, fought by the
side of her husband, the Chevalier de Bennes
She performed the same duty as her mM
comrades, facing the same dangers a
privations, At Duran De Bennes was
wounded, she carried him to the ambulance,
thence to the hosapital and then returned to
the fightin (i‘lne. Soon after De Bennes was
killed at the Canal de Louvain, His wife
picked up his body, dug a grave with a bayo-
net and buried him. 8he took part (n the
Quiberon campaign, was made prisoner and
sentenced to death. She ercaped in woman's
clothing through the aid of fellow Bretons.

They were not all fighting women who
followed the French armies, at infinite perl
not only to themselvea but to thelr husdanas

Af their presence had been discovered. Such
was the care of the wife of Espagne, the
famons cuiraseier attached to the Army o

the Algl. under the command of Gen, Dumas.
He had married for love, a few months previ-
ously a beautiful young girl of Rheims. Men-
ne with a lof'g separation from her, he
decided, notwithstunding the penalties that
confronted hhg. to have her join him at
Grenoble, the headquarters of Gen. Dumas.
“I have decided, my well beloved,” he wrote
“that it is essential to your hap‘nimu and
mine that we shall be reunited, think we
can accomplish this without inflicting upon
you any of the hardships harvested by wome!

who follow their husbands to the Tm.v.

The peril to Espagne of having his wife join
him would have deterred ang but a man
made desggrme. a8 he was, by consuming
passion. Fortunately, he had as friend an
old man who owned a cottage hidden In
follage on the outskirts of (irenoble. With
infinite precautions and frequent stops,
necessary to ;‘}Le roOle of l{wullgiin "r,l'ucth_:go
was posing—her passport reading tha 0
a8 co! to the Alps for the benefit of her

I
}‘lv::ltel?’g'l‘ e ﬂngll nrrl:egd .‘x r!h}r rh‘dﬂi
prepAar or her.
Baa’® diffitien had - oniy begun: the

on
cuirassier's actions a.'ousotr susplcion. No
lover en bonne fortune ever encountered
greater hazards In a rendezvous with hie
mistress. It was a play of ruse u%lmt ruse,
but Espagne ultimately won to the extent
that now and egain he wrmrblo u“pm a
few brief hours with his e, Like most
? the conjugal idylls of that time theirs
was of brie El%unu. now a Gen-
eral, was killed leading his cuirassiers gt
Essling in the famous charge which won the

uration,

h,
f ?1 ‘tg: ‘remznln“(rl'r:cn! some of the soldiers of
the Empire, like those of Colbert an hou-

mas, the affectionate relations existing be-
tween officers and their wives are confirmed.
Col. de Chamorin was in Andalusia awaiting
his commission as General, a promotion
which did not arrive until affer he had been
killed In battle. En atfendant he wrote to
his wife: "I should like very much, my dear
little Baroness, to embrace you as a 003:1?"
That woul very agreeable to me, 1
it would give You great pleasure.
another hero, while on the way
to be killed at the Moskowa, gt great personﬁ
risk stopped a moment at osen
a last 1!» from her who was called “the beau-
tiful Mme. de Montbrun.
I A o T e haoria:  the
coloring an
of il sn Relciofwl ® of Lrnuhnl Oudigot
Duc de Reggio, in order to reaoh him un-
dertook & journey acrosa Eun:ra in winter
that would have taxed the en u‘-‘ nce of a
robust man. The ‘I‘)uke had left his wife at
Bar-le-Duo, in France, with strict injunctions
not to leave the country. One ?ay a bulletin
of the Grande Armée announced ti Mar-
shaly Ouélnnt, dan caroual'v1 wounded, h
been brought to Wilna, e Ducher cou
not endure the thought that her hu
shoul suffering eop?u fro!
Heodless of the advice o hn{’ friends, she
joaded a large vehicle, drawn by six horres,
called a dormewsc, with boxes, bedding,
provisions, medicines and surgical instru-
ments, and omburktni in It commenced the
journey acrose ' ocen al rope. In her
"Souvenirs,” blish ten yoars n%o, she
relates the incidents of this memorable ex-
ition. Berlin Marshal Augeresu gav
ar favorahle news of Oudipot, but she
on, her ll?e imperiled by illions
and from attacks by wolvés galloping on
either side of the mch. At Kognigsberg
Gen. loison endeavo to dﬂa{ gu&rom
continuing the journey, u&mc at Ino}
was no longer at a; that the orders o
the Emperor were imperative againet wom{a
h

know
Monthn‘ .

ir husbands. gave no h
{r] : :'l:-o. but pre on thsouch

bitterl }d weather, the lrxt‘n covoma
f horses and Inn rable
:ﬂo%f’ti‘n: og)nnr'k:d the graves o nch
”'}d:”m' ues from Wilna she was met

by a horseman sent by Oudinot to say that
he was almost recovered from his wounds
and was expecting her. ‘They passed a
month together, when he returned to his
command—only for a brief period. At the
meo of the Beresina, Oudinot,
eroic resistance, was -g‘aln dan'{eromly
wounded and carried to Wilna. This time
therec was no possibility of his remaining
there. At all cost he must return to France.
This tragic journey the Duchess de Regglo
describes in” feeltng words. Of the twenty
culrassiers who composed the escort some
were quickly frozen to d“b‘a’-‘d others de-
serted rn the rest succum to disease.
The sole survivor was Capt. Tellier, aid to
the Marsbal, who exhibi sublime devotion
to his chief and the Duchess. 'lhe cold was
80 intense it was impossible to thaw the pro-
visions or "ﬂ'm the dresaings for Qudinot's
wounds in the post housres, To add to the
horror of the situation, detachments of sol-
diers, fragments of the Grande Armée on its
reireat from Russia, sick and dying, crowded
every place of refuge, refusing to give place
to the Marshal near the miserable stoves.
Over the frozen roads the coach moved
slowly, forcing its way through crowds of
fugitives sick from typhus and dysentery,
Infecting Oudinot’s suite with those diseases.
Contemporary witnesses praise the calm
reeverance and courage with which the
uchess disputed with death possession of
the Marshal. From Koenigsberg the journey
to Bar-le-Duc was pursued under normal
conditions. Oundinot, “"the man of bronze.’
had never returned to France had it not
been for the supreme intrepidity of his wife.
It wag not all conjugal loyalty in the armies
of the Empire. Mme. Leopold Berthier, wife
of the General, often accompanied him in his
campaigns. It was In Italy in 1787 that she
met the brilliant Lacalle, then a Captain of
hussars. His amorous escapades at Verona
and Viocsriza gave him a repitation for devo-
Lion to the rex as great as that acquired for
distinguished bravery at the battle of Rivoli.
To him, Masréna and Joubert Napoleon
ave credit for that victory. After that he
ollow Napoleon in all his campaigns.
Before embarking with him for Egypt he
again met Mme. Berthier in Paris. During
the Egyptian expedition he kept up an amor-
rrr.r Many of his
n Fr

ous correspondence with
ménch vesrels

letters to her were taken
returning to France and captu by English
crulsers. They were published by the British
Government to show to Europe the aemorali-
zation existing in the French Army. The<e
letters of Laealle caured great scandal and
led to the divorce of Gen. Berthier from his
wife. Lasalle, however, remained faithful
and was married to her on his return to
France. She was not, however, completely
reassured in fro-mu'd to her husband's con-
stancy, She followed him In all of his cam-
paigns #o closely that at the battle of Medina
de Rio Beco in Spain her carriage was actually
at the side of six regiments of cavalry when,
Lasalle leading them, they made the famous
CPIPBG which decided the action in favor
of the French.

It was during the Spanish campaign that
the endurance and courage of the wives of
the French officers were put to the severest
test, owing to the deeperate resistance of

the peopl d the bands of rrillas that
y * .3 ma:ucrn uof.":iJ tre ch-

hara an
mentd. The wife of not, the Duchess
d'AIt)fnntbn, in her memoirs, gives the most
vivid account of the hardships ll}d dangers
encountar in Spain by herself and the
wives of other offieers of rank. [ll and suf-
fering, a witness of the homesickness and
dysenfery that were ocimulnf the army,
her situation bacame most critical at Almeida.
Masséna offe to take her to Salamanca, but
fearing attack by guerrillas, it was deci
that Cludad-Rodriro would be a better refuge
although almost all the houses had n de-
molish y shelle. In this solitude she '5.
stalled in oompfny with the Buromu i
homiéres, wife of a General of brigade. 1
was under these conditions, almost dying,
that the Duchess d'Abrantée gave birth to a
son. Ten days later, owing to the scarcity
of provisions, she was obliged to make an-
other move. 'This time to Bufommcn. n The
wnJ fresh d.nnﬁn werp oconfronted. an
and his guerrillas were following, hop-
ln‘ onptglp her and secure a large unlonk
when Gen, glbbuult came to the rescue wit
two strong itachmonu of troops and es-
her safely to her destination.
With the wives who followed their hus-
bands, to the wars it was the to!
have in their wardrobe the
of an o&oer for use in emergencies.
titul Italian, the wife of Gen.
absolutely refused to have him
expedition to Eﬁypt unless she could accom-
any him. He finally clothed her in‘the uni-
o&m of officer of cavalry
aid on bis staff. She serv
caﬁuclt.v with Bonaparte. ere are many
other instances whc;;n women donned tho
and in thie diegdise, thanks to thei
gures, fought side by ride or serve
8 on the staffs of their husbands.

took her as
in the spme

uniform
boyish f
asa

Ceost of An Osage Bride.
From the Kansas Cily Journal,

Joe Yellow Horse, an Osage brave, was
until receniiy the owner of & ruiibing horse,
known as Helter Skelter, which had rather
more than a local reputation.

Joe hecame enamorsd of an Osage maliden,
and in order to wed her be had, according to
the Indian custom, to give so many ponies
in exchamge for his bride. The bride’s
father has also the pick of the ponles, and in
making his selection he (ncluded the runner.

Joe protested, but to no Avail. It was
elther lose Helter Bkelter or lose his bride

and of course he chose the former altetnative

RECENT GREAT TREATIES.
Few That Approach in Importance the One
Being Drawn at Portsmouth.

The negotiation of a treaty of peace
after such a war as that waged between
Russia and Japdn presents difficulties
of quite an exceptional character. When
France went to war with Austria in 1850
the object of the war was well defined,

meet the consequences,

On the day appointed the last meeting took
place, but the Turks refused to affix their
seals to the document. The hours passed
as the whole Russian army got under arms
and was drawn up ready for action,
and" finally, late in the afternoon, Gen.
Iguatiefl notified the unfortunate Turkish
delegates that unleas the treaty was gignod
before the sun had set the negotiations would

and peace was concluded without much
haggling on the part of the defeated Govern-
ment. The results of the short campaign
against Denmark in 1864 were a foregone
conclusion, the military odds being ro
unequal that the resistance of the Danes
to the Austro-Prussian forces was per-
fectly hopeless.

The war of 1866 came to a speedy termina-
tion with the collapse of the Austrian army
through the threatened defection of the
Hungarians after the defeat at Sadowa;
and the object having been solely to throw
Austria out of the Germanic confederation,
in order to prepare the way for the war
with France and the proclamation of the
German Empire four years later, the torms
of peace were imposed by the conqueior
without further resistance on the part of
the helpleas Austrian Government.

The negotiation of the treaty of peace
between France and Germany in 1871
came nearer to that between Russia and
Japan at Portsmouth, N. H. There was
the same uncertainty during the progress
of the conference as to whether the war
was to go on, and the same struggle as to
terme, There was resiatance to cession
of territory and to the amount of indem-
nity to the victor, but the military collapse
and political conditions of France made
peace at any price imperative, and with
some slight modification in the rectifica-
tion of frontier favorable to France and
the striking off of one milliard of the indem-
nity, due, it was gaid, to the British Gov-
ernmont, the treaty of Frankfort was
finally concluded. !

The next treaty of peace of importance
was that of San Stefano in 1878 between
Russia and Turkey after the war of 1877,
that of 1876 between Servia and Turkey hav-
ing been practically imposed on both partiea
by the European powers. The circum-
etances of the negotiations were  excep-
tional, and the action attending the eon-
clusion and the signing of the treaty was
dramatic. For the first time after the
several wars of Russia against Turkey
during the nineteenth ocentury the Mus-
ocovite legions lay encamped before the
walls of Constantinople.

The Grand Duke Nicholas, in command,
had, on taking up his ground, telegraphed
to his brother, the Emperor Alexander II.,
that he was in eight of the dome of St.
Sophia, and with the loss of 7,000 men could
make himself maater of Conatantinople.

There was no reply to his despatch,and in
due course negotiations began for a treaty.
On theé Ruseian side the first plenipotentiary
was Gen. Ignatieff, a truculent soldier,
who nad been Ambassador to Turkey be-
fore the warand its instigator, and the other
plnipotentiary may be said to have been
the Russian Army. The Turkish delegates
were Safvet Pasha and Server Pagha, the
former a statesman and a man of culture
and the other an ordinary Turk with limited
knowledge of the world.

The negotiations dragged heavily from the
first. Tha Turkish army was broken and
dispirited, the men anxious to return to their
homee which some of them had not seen
for more than four years, and the defences
of the capital were inadequate to resist 4
determined assault, The Bultan, fsarful of
the consequences to himself, had made every
preparation to cross the Bosporus into Asia,
and the population was agitated and appre-
hnive. The Turks haggled over the
Russian terms and disputed clause by
clause the stipulations that dismembered
the empire and left the Sultan with prestige
destroyed and authority impaired, until at
ast Gen. Ignatieff lost patience and
caused the treaty to be drafted and made
ready for signature. At the same time he
notified the Turkish delegates that on a cer-

end and in the morning the army would
| advance to the assault of the defences of
| the city.

But the Turks held out, and it was not
until the lower odge of the sun had touched
the horizon and the Russians stood ready
to remove the documents from thoe table
on which thoy lay that Safvet Pacha at-

‘uu-hed his seal, and Server Pacha, de-
| claring he would rather have had his right
| arm cut off, aflixed his to the famous treaty
of San Stefano.

As Gen. Ignatieff threw down his pen
after signing his name, he exclaimed:
“Now let the Greeks swim to Constanti-
nople,” and peace with a heavy indemnity
of about $150,000,000, of which only some
thirty millions have yet been paid, was
concluded hetween Turkey and Russia.

The other conventions after wars that
have been made since were the Japanese-
Chinese treaty of peace at Shimonosekiin
1808, our treaty with Spain in 1898, and
the treaty of surrender by the Boers at
Vereeniging in 1902 to the British. But
| none approaches in importance that now
being prepared for the signatures of the
plenipotentiaries,

GETTING A MULLE OUT OF A HOLE

Swung Through the Air by Means of a
Big Crane.
From the Baltimore Sun.

After it was all over it was clear that the
mule was completely convinced that there
were more things In heaven and earth than
had been dreamod of in his philosophy—
the manner in which that crane swung around,
caught his muleship, lifted him into the air,
swung him up 25 feet around in a circle and
deposited him far from the spot upon which
he had been picked up, for all the world like
a spanked baby. As the baby so treated
might become, the mule when set down be-
came quiet and batted (ts eves repeatedly.

It happened at Charles and Baltimore
streets, where a building is belng erected.
An attempt was made to drive the animal
over some planking, composing a minjattre
bridge over a ditch on the site of the bulld-
ing. He got on the planking, but would
move neither forward nor backward, and
when his driver attempted to urge him let out
his feet In a rhythmic tattoo upon the cart
which caused all about him to give him room,
Just to indulge his mischief, he shot the
right rear foot out behind him, and then the
left, cocking his ears and turning his eye
backward to see if he caught any of those
who had dared question his will.

The energetic manner of his movement
caused him to lose his footing, and he sud-
denly plunged headforemost over the plank-
ing and into the ditch, his forefeet landing
upon some trusses and saving him from
hanging in his own harness, as the cart, loaded
with bricks, held him fast,

The workmen were in despair. The ani-
mal was certalnly possessed of most ex-
plosive energy. There would be no coax-
ing him out of that predicament. There
would be no driving him. At every ap-
proach his heels shot out, reaching for the
daring one,

Then the crane was thought of.

There was only one way to make it serve.
Some one must drop upon the mule’s back
and fasten the necessary straps. Volun-
teers were called for, and E. J. White, an
{ronworker, threw himself into the breach
Ike a hero. A moment of strugglé in the
ditch, and then the snlgml swung forth
cleared the trench and, kioking and gee-
hawing, was outlin nﬁnlxm the sky some
distance above the s of the workme.rs

White was hanging to .. He hadn't h
a ogumo to "u‘ oft g‘oforo the orane
started to move.

Tatllest Man Iin British Army.
From Reynalde's Newvepaper.
William Finlay, late of the Life Guards,
was admitted to the Hackney Infirmary
suffering from consumption.
A special bed has had to be made up for
his ueommodnlon‘ as his height is ¢ feet

{nches, he/for twelve yeara holding t
3ﬁtlnotion of /belng the t:llul moln lg !B

tain day they must be prepared to sign or

army.

|
|

A. W. B says: In a two hand game, A wanis
10 and deals, turning <dix. Does this put him out
without any plasing?

Yes.

A. S T. savs: If. In auction
€0 out, which wins the game?’

The bidder hes the first count, anc If he hasenough
to make good his bld and also to put him out, he
wins, no ma!'u-r what the other slle gcores.

C. H. F. says: A plays alone and B plays glone
against him. A t four tricks. Does not A
euchire B? Or does A stlll get only one polnt?

Only the maker of the trump, In this case A, can
Ibe euchred. A simply makes his point, as he does
oot win all fAive tricks, just as If he hind had two
adversaries,

Bridge. K. W. II. submliis this hand and asks
that some of THR Sux readers will pass Judgment
on the proper make. The score 18 12 up In favor
of the dealer to 0 on the second game, the dealer
having won the first game. The dealer hofds these
cards: HKQJ;C.K0:D.KQJG6:S.KQ108.

It 1s hardly necessary to point out that the cholece
lles between ano-trumper and a dlamond, the score
and the absence of aces being the knotty point to
consider.

Conqulan. T, T. L. says: | hold two nines in my
hand and have eight cards down. A card turned
up by my adversary Is In sequence with one of my
runs on the table. He bets he can force me to toke
It and discard.

He Is right.  The forelng of a p'ayer Isone of the
finc polnts of the game. The fact that he turned
1t up and not you makes no difference,

Hearts, W. H. K. says: Is there any way of
settling at this game so that a player shall win or
ioe in poporilon to the actual hearts taken in
Instead of In proportion to the number of times he
gets off without taking In a heart?

Yes. If each player pays for each heart he takes
In as many chips as there are playcers besides him-
self In the game and then takes out one chip € r caeh
heart he did not take In It will be an equal thing as
to the hearts taken by each player after the game
has run along for a time. Suppose four play. A
takes In three hearts; B and C Qive cach; D none,
A pays 0; B and C 15 cach, making 89 In the pool pald
up. Atakesout10: Band C8eachand D13,

The opener hets after

Poker. J. H. W. says:
B bets he must show

the draw, but 1s not called.
all five cards.

B 1s wrong. Openers only, after' the draw,

T. B. B, ui‘s: A asks for one card only, but dis-
cards two. Bafore the dealer has actually lald off
the card A amends h!s call and says, “No, two.”
B bets he Is too late.

If the ne-t player has not been helped, the rules
allow a playe, to amend his call If he has not lookew
at the card drawn.

R. V. G. says: Hoyle states that the opener of
a jackpot who wishes to split his opening qualifica-
tion must lay aslde his discard and must call atten-
tion 1o the fact that the card he lays aside Is one of
his openers. Is this correct! \

There are so many Hoyles that it is hard to say
which one or how old an cdition has been con-
sulted. THE SUN published at length all the ways
of preserving discards when jackpots are opened,
and 1t was decided by popular vote that the beat rule
was to compel the opener of a jackpot always to
preserve his discard by placing It under the chips
in the pool, whether he waa splitting or not. This
allowed a player to split without having to betray
his play. The artl cle will be found In THR SUNDAY
SUN, March 5, 1005,

M. M. says:. A bets that If the Iimit 1s 25 the man
to the left of the age cannot make 1t 50 todraw
cards, but can put up only the 25 that |s agreed
on as the limit.

The imit In poker 18 not the amount thatcan
be put up at any one time, but the amount by which
any previous bet or ante can be ralsed. That is why
many players insist It should be called “ywenty-
five raise,” and not “twenty-five limit.” In the
case glven If It cost the man under the gun 25 to
ocome in he had a perfect right to make it 28 more
to draw cards, But If it cost him less than 25 to
come in, as when the blind was § call 10, he could
raise only 25 more than it cost to come In; in such
case 85 altogether would be all he could put up
todraw cards—the 10 to come in and 25 raijse. The
next man could then make it cost 80 by raising it
another 35, and so on.

H. L. says: Two stiralght flushes of equal value
arc in the call, one belng In dlamonds and the other
Ihn hz.ru. B bets that the beart flush is the better

and,

The suits have no rank In poker, and dlamonds
are just as good as hearts, 5o the pot must be d-

vided.

A. D. says: A aske for two cards, B and C for one
each, All three are heiped by the dealer, Beforc
Imuum cards A Nnda the dealer has glven him
three, he calls attention to It, B, who has no

akes no objection and picket

out the hottom card of A's three ing his ow
fitt C has looked at his card an

;:;3 mlowt&o the one passed to him by B. What
should be done?

B had no right to tauch A's carda. That s the
dealer's buainess, and the dealer should have Arawn
one of A's cards and placed It on the pack, leaving
the cards dealt to B and C as they were,

J. F. D, wants to kn-o—w';l_m difference between a
royal flush and a straight Sush,

)y

The royal flush is the highest possible, A, K, Q,

)

Plnaclr. both sides |

SCHOOL, FOR CARD PLAYERS. . l

J, 10 of any sull.
a stralght flush,

Any lower sequence s simply

—— i

J. K. B. saya; A opens and B stays, When
bets B raises and A calls him. B shows kings sn
asks to see what A opened on, at the same tims
taking In the pot, refuses to show his palf,
saying that as openers or better were shown
the call, the pot Is all right.

The opener must show openers, no matter what
any other player may have. The fact that B shows
4 palr of jacks or better after the draw s no evi-
dence that he had them to go with, Jf A cannot
or will not show openers, he must give all the
players a free ride for another Jack,

A, 8. H. says: A asks for three caras, cne of
which Is faced. Must he take that card?

No. He cannot take It, but must walt unt!i
all the others, Including the dealer, are helped’
when It will be replaced.

W. B. I, gays: These two hands were shown,
A, 2, 8, 4, 5 of clubs, and 0, 7, &, 9, 10 of diamonds.
After an argument It was declded that the elub
hand won, because (t was ace high flush. Was this
correct?

No. If the flush alone decided the pot, the ao
high flush would win; but to win the pot the player
must show a stralght, and to make his gtraight
he must admit that it Is only 6 high as against

.a 10 high. As 1t |s the strailght part of the flush

that makes the value, the 10 high must be con-
sldered the better hand.

WHY IVORY IS MORE EXPENSIVE

Tusk Buyers In This Country—Workers d
the Material Few
From the Jewelera' Circular Weekly.
It is a curlous fact that notwithstanding
the marked advance In the price of ivory in

i

recent years the volume of sales has not
diminishad, but has actualiy Ioncressed,
Tusks have been selling in the markets of
London and Antwerp at an advance of abous

| 50 per cent, over the prices charged a few

Years ago.

The causes which have led to-this advance
in price are very interesting. It is not due
to any artificianl manipulation of the marketg
in the great centers, nor is it due to increased
demand or scarcity of elephants. For the
cause we must look to the heart of Africa
where a spirit of ganuine commercialism
is manifesting itself among the natives,
Their wealth is in Ivory, and they have learned
to value it as such. Indeed, the wealth of

leading men among the natives was once’

commonly counted in tusks,

They would say of a dusky capitalist
of this kind that he was worth e0o many tusks,
just as one in this country would say that a
man i{s worth so many dollars. Of course,
that was a natural phase in the development
of a primitive people. The red man esti-
mated his riches in wampum, and the Lap-
lander in furs. They often would part
with their possessions for a few beads or
trinkets. They did not know the value of
a dollar. Certainly it can no longer be sald
of the natives of Africa that they do not
know the value of money. They have learned
Thus it comea that the “heathen in his bhlind-
ness” is not ro blind as has heen supposed.

Increased transportation facilities and téle-
graphic communication have brought Africa
into closer touch with the rest of the world.
1t is said that a native may bs working 1,000
miles in the interior and yet he can quote you
the cash value of tusks in the Antwerp or
London market,

Of course, it is a far cry from Africs ¢
the United Statea, and yet there is a very
good market for ivory in this country. Alert
and enterprising buyers are always on the
lookout for opportunities to plck up good
tusks. If Bostock or Barnum & Balley ever
chance to have an elephant die on thelr hands
in this country, It is not a dead loss to them
by any means. It is likely that an enargetio
buyer of ivory will be bidding-for it before
thoe carcass is cold.

American manufacturers confine theme
selves malnly, though not exclualively, to
such workings of ivory as are appropriate
for tollet goods. The process of manuface
ture is a delicate one, requiring consider-
able skill. A tusk weighing, say, from sev-
enty-five to 125 pounds, {8 bolted to a moving
table, on which it is sawed into plates. Dur-
ing this atage the tusk has to be kept thor-
oughly wet down to prevent burning, as
ivory Is very hard and n good deal of hent
is generated by the friction,

From these plates or flat pieces various
rough shapes are sawed out, according to
the forma or designs which are to be per-
feoted later on. In sawing put these shapes
care has to be taken to avold spota or blem-
{shes In the ivory, and at the same time guard
against wasting valuable material. To be
able to do this with good judgment and dis-
crimination is one test of a good workman in
fvory, and the number of mmen who are com-
petent to do this kind of work is very limited,
Indeed, ivory working seems to be a “select®
sort of craft, into which but few are initiated.
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